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EASTERN FRANCE. The Treaty of Versailles restored to France
the region of Alsace-Lorraine and handed over to her for fifteen
years the administration of the Saar coalfield, together with the
ownership of the coal which it contains, subject to the right of
Germany to re-purchase what was left if she finally regained posses-
sion of the coalfield. Various problems arising out of this settlement
can best be considered by regarding the east of France as consisting
of a group of natural regions more or less closely related to one
another.
(I) The Plateaus of Lorraine.   The scarp-lands of the Paris basin
are continued eastward as far as the plain of Lorraine, and the surface
of the land consists of a series of plateaus, each of which rises gently
from the west and falls steeply to the east.   The escarpments
thus formed are known as cotes, and the Cotes de Moselle are of
special economic importance on account of the large supplies of
ore which are mined, not only along the Moselle on the edge of the
plateau, but also on the plateau of which the cotes are the edge.
Previous  to   1914  this  ore-field was  divided between France,
Germany, and Luxembourg.    The French deposits were situated
round Longwy, Crusnes, and Briey in the north, the last named
being the most important, and round Nancy in the south; while the
German deposits extended from Luxembourg, the output of which
went to Germany, along the west bank of the Moselle as far south
as Mete,   The ores from these districts are known as " minette/*
and as they contain a high proportion of phosphorus they could
not be used in the manufacture of steel until the discovery of the
basic process.   Some are calcareous while others are argillaceous,
the importance of the distinction being that the former are self-
flirxing while the latter are not.   The iron-content of both is low
and appears to average between 35 and 40 per cent, but the fact
that they occur in large and continuous deposits and are easily
mined compensates for the relatively low percentage of iron.  An
extension of the Saar coalfield into  Lorraine produced about
6,000,000 tons of coal annually but is being developed.
Previous to 1914 an important metallurgical industry had
developed on the ore-fields both in French and in German Lorraine.
In the former the chief iron and steel centres were situated in
the valleys of the Meurthe and Moselle around Nancy, and in the
neighbourhood of Longwy, farther to the north; in the latter they